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They bought it, fully intending to use it occasionally but also to 

rent it out as an Air BnB,

‘But then we fell in love with it,’ says Sooze. ‘And we decided 

to keep it just for family and friends.’

‘It was quite liveable and we found ourselves spending more 

and more time here,’ says David. ‘It was easy to get to from 

where we live on the northern beaches. We just had to hop on 

the Palm Beach ferry that stops almost at the bottom of the 

garden.’

But as friends discovered the delights of the Wagstaffe 

weekender, two bedrooms began to feel too small. The Coopers 

decided to renovate and extend upwards, transforming the single 

storey cottage into two storeys with four-bedrooms. The biggest 

challenge was how to keep the style of the cottage that they’d 

fallen in love with.

‘Fiona Brodie, who drew up the architectural plans for us, 

suggested Construct Central Coast as a builder,’ says Sooze. ‘She 

warned us that they really only work on much bigger projects, 

but suggested we try them anyway.’

The timing was somehow right and Dan from Construct loved 

the building and the vision the Coopers had in mind.

‘The DA went through smoothly because the plans kept 

everything just within building regulations.’

Because of the footprint of the house, everything is compact, 

and yet highly liveable. The overall white colour scheme for the 

walls and ceiling, and the air conditioning ducting cleverly built 

into the ceiling style, combine to add a sense of spaciousness.

‘The early construction work coincided with the cancellation of 

the Palm Beach ferries when the channel in Broken Bay had silted 

up,’ recalls Sooze. ‘So when I had to come for on-site meetings, 

I’d have to catch the ferry to Patonga, and Luke [from Construct] 

would very kindly pick me up there and drive us to Wagstaffe.’

‘Not only that,’ says David, ‘They emailed us daily photo 

updates, and set up a webcam, and I could logon to the live cam 

on my office computer and see how the build was progressing. 

They were just great people to deal with.’

The floors sloped and had to be lifted, and there was a skew-

wiff wall that had to be addressed. Steel side beams were put 

in to support the new storey, avoiding the need for an internal 

structural support wall — important when space in a long, 

narrow house is of the utmost. Because an additional storey was 

added, a new roof was also needed.

THE PELICAN HOUSE
Sooze and David Cooper, Wagstaffe

The original placement of the stove meant the cook had their back to the 
rest of the house. It’s now hidden in the benchtop that divides the kitchen 
from the main living area. The need for a range hood between kitchen 
and living area was eliminated with the exhaust fan built into the Miele 
induction stovetop ducted under the house. 

FAR LEFT  Sooze and David 
Cooper.

LEFT  The air conditioning 
ducting blends with exposed 
ceiling joists and VJ panelling.

WHEN SOOZE AND DAVID COOPER FIRST SAW THE 80-YEAR-OLD FISHERMAN’S COTTAGE IN WAGSTAFFE, 

THE POTENTIAL BUYER AHEAD OF THEM PASSED THEM MUTTERING, ‘TOO SMALL, TOO NARROW, TWO 

BEDROOMS’. BUT TO THEM IT WAS ‘IDYLLIC WATERFRONT, LOW MAINTENANCE, AND WEEKENDER BLISS.’
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Carpentry Construct Central Coast

Tiles Tiles by Kate

Timber floor & decking Mitre 10 Kincumber

Joinery Seaside Joinery

Painter Newy painting crew

Tiler Instyle Tiles

Stairs Enzie Stairs

Floor sanding Select Flooring 

Skylights Sky Dome

Windows & doors Sublime Aluminium

Rendering Luke Carlson Rendering

Landscaping Next Level Landscapes

Garage door Shamrock Joinery

Electrical PNB Electrical

Plumbing All Ways Plumbing

Air conditioning SEA Solutions

‘We had not originally intended to redo the kitchen, but it had 

to be carefully dismantled so the floor could be replaced,’ says 

Sooze. ‘Then we saw it on the webcam and couldn’t imagine 

putting the old kitchen back in with everything else looking so 

fresh and new.’

Access to the new storey is by a spiral staircase which somehow 

remains unobtrusive within the main living area. In keeping with 

the spiral shape, a large round skylight sits in the ceiling above it.

The circular nature of the staircase also means that no large 

furniture could be carried up to the new floor, and some 

ingenuity was required. The Japanese-style bath in the adjoining 

bathroom was installed during the building process, and the 

wardrobe and queen-sized bed for the master bedroom were 

assembled in situ.

‘The compacted mattress magically unfolded to its true size as 

we stripped the plastic packaging from it,’ says Sooze.

Sooze’s eye for style and design is evident throughout the 

house in the furnishings, accessories and art choices. Downstairs, 

a loungeroom wall is slowly being covered in white-framed 

drawings and paintings, evidence that the Coopers also 

encourage visitors to find their inner creative.

‘They don’t have to be masterpieces,’ says Sooze. ‘But they 

provide lovely memories of our friends and family visits.’

And that, after all, is what this welcoming house is all about.

The house is a finalist in the 2020 HIA in small house category.

ABOVE  Access to the new storey is by a spiral staircase which remains 
unobtrusive and, in keeping with the spiral shape, a large round skylight 
sits in the ceiling above. 

LEFT  Detail of the spiral staircase.

LEFT  The bathroom adjoining the master bedroom is just right for two 
people and snugly accommodates a Japanese-style bath, generous shower, 
basin and vanity.

LEFT  A pelican letterbox was Sooze’s ‘Covid creative project’ and 
its completion happily coincided with an easing of restrictions 
that allowed for a champagne christening with neighbours who 
relished the idea of coming to ‘the opening of a letterbox!’

RIGHT  The deck overlooking the water was 
extended to make it more useable.
‘My one and only contribution to the build,’ 
says David with a laugh, ‘is the outdoor 
table which I built from some of our old 
wharf timbers.’ It blends agelessly with the 
weathered-deck timbers.

ABOVE  The master bedroom, housed on the first floor, has glorious 
views overlooking Brisbane Water. A built-in bedhead shields the room 
from the doorway and discreetly houses the electrical fittings. 


