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ocated in the heritage precinct of Millers Point,
this 8 s Sydney home is a beautiful example of
early Federation Queen Anne-style terrace
architecture — and that makes it something of a
precious gem, says Angelique Perak, lead architect
and interior designer at Studio Duo, who was
engaged by the homeowners to update the property.
“Long-standing clients of ours asked us to accompany them
while they were looking for a heritage terrace to purchase and
restore,” she says. “So we immersed ourselves in the context
of the area and the story of those who built here. Then we drew
on the intricate proportions of the existing built forms to inspire
the transformation that the homeowners required.”
Purchasedin by a couple with four children (plus a beloved
pooch), the renovation works began in March  after heritage
and council approvals were obtained. Work was completed in
September . “The owners’ brief was to make the home more
functional for a modern family through the adaptation of its
spaces, but all this work had to maintain a reverence to the heritage
significance of the house,” says Angelique. “It required a delicate
balance. The reuse of materials, and the process of maintaining
them on site under heritage guidance, offered us opportunities
to reimagine them in some more useful, more relevant forms.”
Internally, the colour scheme was inspired by sandstone, the
water of the wharves and the coppery tones of the chimney pots,
and was designed to provide a neutral backdrop against which
the detailed joinery and furniture could shine. White is washed
across every wall while a combination of paving and dark timber
flooring provides depth and contrast. Natural materials are
present throughout, and texture appears in the tiles, plush
upholstery and shapely lighting.
“The owners are very trusting and allowed me to come up with
preliminary selections for colour palettes and fabrics, ther



they refined the final selections during showroom visits,” sayshe lower-ground floor was widened to bring in more natural
Angelique. Australian lighting, artwork and furniture celebrate light. Existing flagstone pavers were numbered, lifted, cleaned
the unique history of the house, such as the Bridge table layd relaid, and some of the old bricks were then reused to extend
Meryl Hare that's inspired by the Sydney Harbour Bridge, arttie garden edging.

the commissioned paintings, detailed etchings and heritage The ground-floor balcony bathroom had hydronic heating
maps of the area that hang on the walls. installed, along with a large shower enclosure and basin, and a

“One of my favourite spots would have to be the kitchen,” sagsw bathroom was added on level one. In the attic, custom bunk
Angelique. “Managing the small proportions demanded keds for the children were installed, and the roof void was lined
carefully planned design with no wasted space. The oven vaw carpeted to create an indoor cubby house.
custom-sized and a downdraft used rather than a rangehood;We worked hard to incorporate modern conveniences, such
in order to preserve the original detailing of the space.” as indoor bathrooms, airconditioning and home automation,

It was the exterior restoration of the home that became theiithin the heritage fabric,” says Angelique. “All the work required
biggest challenge. “The old wash house was once part of@meful coordination of consultants and trades. This terrace has
extended yard used for sanitation laneways during the plaguaow been transformed into a contemporary family home. The
We needed to separate the stormwater and sewer, and tdissign unfolds to reveal a harmonious blend of old and new,
required an archaeologist to be on site,” she says. “By reconfiguringlebrating the rich tapestry of Millers Point’s history.” >
its doorways and spaces, this once-disused building has becogtedio Duo, East Gosford, NSW; 0409 777 968 or studioduo.

a laundry and bathroom, with covered access from the housedm.au.Construct Central CoastWest Gosford, NSW; construct

The courtyard was redesigned to create an alfresco enténgi  centralcoast.com.auNature’s Vision Landscapes;Terrigal, NSW;
area, and the doorway between the dining area and kitchen maturesvision.com.au
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THIS IS
THE LIFE
“To accommodate a
family of six in a heritage
house is not an easy task,”
says the owner. “The
home’s nished result ha
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CHILD EN’S ET EATTop left This room h s ¢ r et from Bremworth nd restored th-nd- ster ceiin with timber

b ttens. Custom bunk beds m de b bui der | n WaANREW SEATop right The window se t fe tures custom
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THE PALETTE
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Paint colours are reproduced as accurately as printing processes allow.



H&G HOUSES

THE SOURCE

When a modern pavilion is paired with a heritage home,
call on elegant pieces to expertly blend old and new.
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